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WELCOME 
 
stand 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩  one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
                                      Will You Come and Follow Me   #798 
                                                                                                
 
 
 

All Musical Excerpts used by permission CCLI Lic No. 2530273,   
Onelicense.net Lic No. A-702175 LicenSing Lic No. L18169 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

Presiding Ministers: 
 Bishop Shelley Wickstrom, Alaska Synod 
 Bishop Pedro Suarez, Florida-Bahamas Synod 
Assisting Minister: 
 Rev. Curt Snare, Pastor, St. Timothy Lutheran 
Preacher: 
 Rev. Christine Engstrom 
Lectors (Readings): 
 Rev. Elaner Lake 
 Carmen Lake 
 John Lake 
 Gary Engstrom 
Psalm Cantors: 
 Grace and Joe Kellermeier 
Presenter: 
            Deacon Connie Schmucker 
            Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership,  
                    Florida-Bahamas Synod 
Stole Bearer: 
 Rev. Tim Bernard 
Lectors (Charge): 
 Rev. Elaner Lake 
 Rev. Derek Hoven 
 Rev. Z. Ann Schmidt 
 Rev. Rick Malivuk 
Ordinand: 
 Deborah Gelerter 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNIOIN 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have  
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN  
           The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve                            #551 

stand 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
                  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray: Almighty and merciful God, you built your church 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, and you instituted 
the office of the ministry of word and sacrament so that the 
apostolic and prophetic work might continue throughout the ages. 
Grant that Deborah, now to be ordained, may carry out this 
ministry faithfully in the power of your Spirit; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
    
sit 
FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-11 
A reading from Isaiah: 1 Comfort, O comfort my people, says 
your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she 
has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received 
from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.3 A voice cries out: 
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God.4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground 
shall become level, and the rough places a plain.5 Then the glory 
of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."6 A voice says, 
"Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field.7 The grass withers, 
the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass.8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand forever.9 Get you up to a high 
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not 
fear; say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!"10 See, the 
Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him.11 He will 
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother 
sheep. The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM     121  
 

1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 
2My help comes 

|
 from the Lord, 

  the maker of heav- 
|
 en and earth. 

3The Lord will not let your | foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 

  will neither slum- 
|
 ber nor sleep;  

5the Lord watches | over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at | your right hand; 
6the sun will not strike 

|
 you by day, 

  nor the 
|
 moon by night. 

7The Lord will preserve you | from all evil 
  and will | keep your life. 
8The Lord will watch over your going out and your 

|
 coming in, 

  from this time forth for- 
|
 evermore.  

 
   . 
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SECOND READING:   Ephesians 4:4-16 
A reading from Ephesians: 4 There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is 
above all and through all and in all. 
 7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure 
of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high 
he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people." 9 
(When it says, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had 
also descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who 
descended is the same one who ascended far above all the 
heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11 The gifts he gave were 
that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until all of us come 
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.  14 We 
must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by 
every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in 
deceitful scheming. 15 But speaking the truth in love, we must 
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every 
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working 
properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Stand  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
                           Open Your Ears, O Faithful People          #519 
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Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as 
Jesus received the cry of the needy, and fill us with your  
blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we 
feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory 
and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet , for all is now ready. 
Sit 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise 
and glorify, you we worship and adore. 
  
You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with 
air; you created fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands 
with water. You molded us in your image, and with mercy  
higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you 
blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  
That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in 
your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
  
Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will 
come again. 
  
With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of 
your new creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his 
death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. We 
await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through 
your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send 
upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us 
for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms all who 
share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we 
may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.  
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GOSPEL  
 
The holy Gospel according to Luke 4:16-29.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given 
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written: 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the LORD's 
favor." 20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the  
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, "Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 22 All spoke well of 
him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his 
mouth. They said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" 23 He said to them, 
"Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 'Doctor, cure 
yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also in your hometown the 
things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.'" 24 And he said, 
"Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet's 
hometown. 25 But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel 
in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years 
and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 
26 yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at 
Zarephath in Sidon. 27 There were also many lepers in Israel in 
the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed 
except Naaman the Syrian." 28 When they heard this, all in the 
synagogue were filled with rage. 29 They got up, drove him out of 
the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town 
was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

                                          

sit 
SERMON                         
 
stand 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Let Streams of Living Justice    #710       
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stand 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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APOSTLE’S CREED    

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRESENTATION 
I present for ordination to the ministry of word and sacrament 
Deborah Ann Gelerter, who has been prepared, examined, and 
approved for this ministry and who has been called by the church 
to this ministry through Petersburg Lutheran Church. Thanks be 
to God.  
 

sit 
ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 
All baptized Christians are called to share in Christ’s ministry of 
love and service in the world, to the glory of God and for the sake 
of human family and the whole creation. According to apostolic 
usage you are now to be entrusted with the office of word and 
sacrament in the one holy catholic church by the laying on of 
hands and by prayer.  
 
A reading from John: Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)  
 
A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)  
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BLESSING 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you may 
do God's will, working in you that which is pleasing in God's 
sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and 
ever. Amen.  
 
stand 
ACCLAMATION BY THE ASSEMBLY 
 
Will you, assembled as the people of God and speaking for the 
whole church, receive Deborah as a messenger of Jesus Christ, 
sent by God to serve all people with the gospel of hope and 
salvation? Will you regard her as a servant of Christ?  
We will, and we ask God to help us.  
 
Will you pray for her, help and honor her for her work’s sake, and 
in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of 
Christ? We will, and we ask God to help us.  
 
Let it be acclaimed that Deborah is a called and ordained minister 
of word and sacrament in the church of Christ. Deborah has 
Christ’s authority to preach the word of God and administer the 
sacraments, serving God’s people as together we bear God’s 
creative and redeeming love to all the world. Amen. Thanks be to 
God.  
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 
Sit 
GIFTS OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
Today’s offering is given to the glory of God  to the Alaska Synod 
Pastor Care Fund. 
 

sit 
OFFERTORY HYMN      Take My Life that I May Be”  #583  
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sit 
GIVING OF A STOLE 
Receive this stole as a sign of your work, and live in obedience to 
the Lord Jesus, serving God’s people and remembering God’s 
promise: “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden 
is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)  
 
CHARGE 
Ordinand stands 
 
Hear the words of the apostles: Pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the 
faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called.  
(1 Timothy 6:11-12)  
 
And again: Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which 
the Holy Spirit has made you guardians, to feed the church of 
God, obtained with the blood of God’s own Son. (Acts 20:28)  
 
And again: Tend the flock of God that is in your charge, not 
under compulsion but willingly, not for sordid gain but eagerly. 
Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be examples to the 
flock. And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the 
Crown of glory that never fades away. (1 Peter 5:2-4)  
 
And again: Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and 
stewards of God’s mysteries. Moreover, it is required of stewards 
that they be found trustworthy. (1 Corinthians 4:1-2) 
 
Deborah, care for God’s people, bear their burdens, and do not 
betray their confidence. So discipline yourself in life and teaching 
that you preserve the truth, giving no occasion for false security 
or illusory hope. Witness faithfully in word and deed to all 
people. Give and receive comfort as you serve within the church. 
And be of good courage, for God has called you, and your labor 
in the Lord is not in vain.  
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A reading from First Corinthians: I received from the Lord what 
I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often 
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)  
 
Before almighty God, to whom you must give account, and in the 
presence of this assembly, I ask:  Will you assume this office, 
believing that the church’s call is God’s call to the ministry of 
word and sacrament? 
Deborah: I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
The church in which you are to be ordained confesses that the 
holy scriptures are the word of God and are the norm of its faith 
and life. We accept, teach, and confess the Apostles’, the Nicene, 
and the Athanasian Creeds. We also acknowledge the Lutheran 
confessions as true witnesses and faithful expositions of the holy 
scriptures. Will you therefore preach and teach in accordance 
with the holy scriptures and these creeds and confessions? 
Deborah: I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and 
faithful in your use of the means of grace? Will you pray for 
God’s people, nourish them with the word and sacraments, and 
lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy 
living? Deborah: I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
Will you give faithful witness in the world through word and 
deed, that God’s love may be known in all that you do? 
Deborah: I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them. 
               
All: Amen.  
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Congregation remains seated or kneel as you are able 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.  
 
For the holy catholic church, that, filled with your love, it may 
hunger for truth and thirst after righteousness: God of mercy,  
                 hear our prayer.  
For all members of the church, that they may serve you in true 
and godly lives: God of mercy,  
                 hear our prayer.  
For Deborah, called to the ministry of word and sacrament in the 
church, that, sustained by your Holy Spirit, she may carry out this 
ministry with joy and a spirit of bold trust, serve your people, 
build up your church, and glorify your name: God of mercy,  
                 hear our prayer.  
For all ministers of word and sacrament; for all ministers of word 
and service; for Shelley Wickstrom and Pedro Suarez, our 
bishops; that, together with all those responsible for the care and 
nurture of your people, they may support one another in serving 
Christ: God of mercy,  
                 hear our prayer.  
For the peace of the church, that our divisions may be overcome, 
so that, united in Christ, we may serve the world and bear witness 
to the good news: God of mercy,  
                 hear our prayer.  
For the mission of the church, that in faithful witness it may 
proclaim the gospel and in humble love serve all in need: God of 
mercy,  
                hear our prayer.  
For the nations of the world and their leaders, that they may work 
for justice and promote the dignity and freedom of every person: 
God of mercy,  
                hear our prayer.  
For the whole creation, that everything you have made may fulfill 
your purpose and that we may exercise care for your diverse gifts: 
God of mercy,  
                  hear our prayer.  
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, the lonely, the forgotten, 
and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in 
danger; that they may be relieved and protected: God of mercy,  
                  hear our prayer.  
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For the glorious company of all the saints, those who have died in 
faith and those who live in certain hope, we praise you. That their 
witness may give us courage until the day of Jesus Christ: 
God of mercy,  
                 hear our prayer.  
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen.  
 
Congregation stands/Ordinand kneels 
Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, we bless you for 
your infinite love in Christ our Lord, in whom we have 
redemption and forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his 
grace. We thank you that by his death your Son overcame death, 
and that, raised by your mighty power, he gives us new life. We 
praise you that, having ascended into heaven, Christ pours out his 
gifts abundantly on the church, making some apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip 
your people for their work of ministry for building up the body of 
Christ.  
 
Other clergy are invited to come forward for the laying on of 
hands 
Eternal God, through your Son, Jesus Christ, pour out your Holy 
Spirit upon Deborah and fill Deborah with the gifts of grace for 
the ministry of word and sacrament. Bless your servant’s 
proclamation of your word and administration of your 
sacraments, so that your church may be gathered for praise and 
strengthened for service. Make Deborah a faithful pastor, patient 
teacher, and wise counselor. Grant that in all things Deborah may 
serve without reproach, that your people may be renewed and 
your name be glorified in the church; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
 


